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INTRODUCTION 


THE BACKGRORIND OF ISLAM 
horn an the sewenth century A. un Arabua, Islan 
eo manodhentic religion focusing ory the plorih- 
cation of the One Supreme Being, Allah, and 
wound @ Holy Book, the Quran (Koran), 
revealed herween 610 and 625 4.0, to the Prophet 
Mubvornrrvad. Islan was Bourelied at Cite when 
‘nora and spiritual laxity was at its heaghe tn the 
region of Mecca, farther north in Medina, and try 
“the saurresunihing ares. 

The fledgling religion was speedily ongoninesd 
around thewe focal points, Allah, Muhammad anc 
the Qur'an, linked by a single overwhelming ener 
sage, the corwnant call te fwith weet its covoltary, 
‘the pwciatinent on hell awastinyg peilythetars, what 
ater and misreant, 

In thee days, Arabia itself, the “oracle of 
Tolarn®, and particularly the western reghwn called 
‘Hija, anaated bergen Mecce ated Mediu, was 
‘dolar Voriows divinities were woehipped, 
‘ten of stom are referred wo ten the Qur'an al-Lat, 
alUem, Mant, Wankl, Suwa, "Yaghut, Yon, 
Now, Huboal and Taghut. 

‘The Qur'an continucualy refers to tha wursal 
situation. thus giving Muaien history ehrowagh 
“the ages the means to-extol the untlesiblity ef Islaen, 
in the face of hiewesy iny all ats forms, sche, anche 
ponte and varios deviations .. At the heart of 
this wrstem cf impiety lay Mecca. An anportant city 
ever then, Mecca was a busy centre of pre-felamie 
_pelgromage. whch baal cw mevies asses: 


= a.gooyraphical postion which make ata nec 
cemary stop on the caravan. route, a vial fink 
etwwen the south of the peninauks, welt very 
prosperous, andl the northern regen of Syria 
Palestine, Eaypt and Hens 

an active political life atu a seasonal asemitly 
‘poin for all the aribes of the pemurauta. Ie wm 
their Iterary congress and a place where large 
oetry contests were eld 

All these elements were cameeently com 
bined. to designate this place of lumpieey as a 
hotked of nuance and ineligon, while ice 
inhabyeanes were pallored, Po fact, a» blaphe- 
eran "hypecrtes” (mre 

‘Subsexyuent Muslun ontheskony has, more 
spared no efforts an changing this undgubuesthy 
\dolatrous population with a multrude of filings, 
oremont arming thems that of combating ate per: 
sccuting the Propet Mabannal wben he began 
‘hu preaching 

Tr from theve dati eies thar Inlaon draws 
‘italy ll guiding princes, ts ethace ant ts 
cenuhurieg eign 


THE QUICAN, ISLAM ANID MHLISRAMS 

Iolaanic angelocgy places the Archangel Gabriel 
in the enviable pouncn of being the herald of the 
"Glad Tidings". the Quen, which the Prophet i 
merely reciting (ia) 10 his disciples in a “perghc> 
‘wow [cleat] tongue” The Quran debs wich mow 
‘ofthe ypirionl andl mowal tees enconmerel by» 


teteopucTiON 


‘Muslisn in he ie Th life convadereal 9 transi 
tery seat anda precio git fon the Cheater 

The Qur'an us nich and comple text, of 
cence the comforting breviary ca which the omam 
mediates, the theokegscal an meal compu» com 
enced on by the sable, and the nam of yet 
ality which wpires se Suh mystic. Muslin 
vengeance t ordered by an imponing ves of 
‘canonical texts, sometimes going as far back ax 
the orapns of Islam, which constitute the mona, 
the "wodden path” (ie. by the Prophet). Reli 
se law called rhe shar’, ows dares tom 
anal i wholly mupised by i, sometimes an compl 
cated detail. tw still imposed by the yovernaments 
st several theocracies, wich a the Sud 

‘The Quean’s atyine damentony ara ts ora 
‘tue make st an inamutable tec (82). As wach, oie 
smuly a “challenge” 10 the human conscience, an 
sevthetic eowively apart, surpwsing all others un 
ena anal balance The meaning ct the aval Isom 
6a comple one: I org the wae en, wach 
Awerally mean “rranspalley”, “peace” (sm), ot 
emily "wo be sae aa sun” “to remain whale” 

‘Av for the term colema, hich means “Wo pubs 
anit oneself with complete peace of mind”, “10 
sive cmeselt up 0 Ga 4 from this re that 
the wund Mus w derived Since the believer 
-commaders humelf to he a servant Gea, bis obe 
dence 1 cownpetely His 

‘Chealience so Allah sone of the hey concepts 
Tolar, hecoune ir breaks with the logic of yp 
ter factions arnt entere reealry which charac. 
erted the sagan polytbewm of the Mescans 
Tene whe obey Allah and His Messenger sill 
tbe admited 10 Gardens with rem flowing 
Irene, 10 abide therein Kovewer ara that wll be 
the supreme achievement, But these who dhusbey 


Allah ant Hix Mews anv tranagrens His Tits 
will be anirred 1a fre, 0 abide shevein and 
they shall Rave « humiliating purishanens"(The 


cevnends to the 
ereannation of temporal le. in vegulatang an 
Inlamie community which 1 “the best of people, 
evolve for min (AL nvewn, Il, 110), and 
swhach mow extends to the emis of the earth the 
(Que‘an his hecome 9 conveitution which bas been 
widely temted and which, har recently been 
seen. 0 of  htrmudate ether 

The prevailing union an lian herween the 
temporal and the speritual lad Munlim thedto- 
tans, an the period of dynasine greatness, 10 
extend this Kew uf abeience to the politneal com: 
duct ofthe Muslim masses, wha ths became fot 
caily believers, bet alr the wilyeer of the 
Caligtuate The originality of this new preaching 
scans Hoan its Arab Tesh Hallarn hve 
indelible wopvint of che founding myths of the 
‘Arabian peninsula, ar well os the abolition of 
pagan lassons 

alam a saber religion, an agseeive wel: 
‘gon, but one char fervently advocates the spit: 
tural equality of all men. Ht was immediately atul 
definitively onganiesl around five dhictes which 
each aad every Muslim emuet ohuerve: the profes: 
son of fith. prayer, almapeiny, ting andl 
‘leramage vo Mecca, These are. however, caly the 
“pally” (arktn) of the dog ara cannot te wu 
stituted for the real soul of the “tewueful halves 
an” which faith, aon 

For Monlinis, each of the proets cane libs 
erate a partcular people, whereas Muhanad, the 
last memenger,w te one who adirewes the whe 
sf humankind. ‘Thar being the cave, Muslin 


ExTROBvETION 


egalicartanian (6 amply justitied anal Ubastratest 
Iv ir noe and in this relypen, anal in the collective 
culture born therefrom. that in the sight of 
lt i 
wosnan of between Arab and non-Arab, excepe 
the sincerity of sheie faith, which alone can 
Aecibe hetweens them! Moreover, baw coukl 
2 roligions which i universal un charcter be 
tonal by accidents of svcd origin, fortune ot 
ohn cotbonae? 

Thess, of the Qur'an represents the Uncreated 
and] Ovnnipotene Wont of the living Goa. the waa: 
ion of Tolan ot takee wt place wathin the continue 
vod the Abbeabvanne toadition, wets Aratben by 
Vo prcaceny, My flaarions send toy unntermningliny of 
epilarscrnn, furthered! nl allowed toe foal, 

“The orignal Muslim esate laste for twenty. 
two years. Le began eee 6x0 and etched ine fue 
(6752. Toxtay babatn rates tee orandand ver. weary 
streslung fem the Atlantic the extreme ruth: 
west od Africa to south ent Asta, vii dhe tabard of 
the trathan Ccean, pare of the Balkin and severat 
repos of Cereal Ava. Bey, the Maghueh, 
Tuthey. Pera aa all dhe oountries of the prexent- 
clay Near East were Selamic ped in the course of the: 
seventh arul exgtith centuries 

Ther far petiad cf comvernscn toy Islam wae 
achieved by the sword after the conquest of 
Analitusia which began in 71y. According ey the 
testimony of the Muslims of he classical age 
(wenth to twelfth cermaries), Arutalavia wae the 
“peal” cf che Dir ablslim (the Abode of the 
Faith) a its hgh 

The other Muslin regions, sib-Swhansn 
Alien and southern Asta in particular, were cone 
werted thtough the mene of jhad (Moly War) 
They were acquired by Islan dering # "second 


ory exists between man 


2 


mamion” which bated night up to the endl of the 
seventeenth cennury 

Nowateys, Murslians Grn the enajerity is over 
thurty-fwe conanciwes arad cuamnber just arabes one bel 
Jon woul workiwide Westem Bioope hw abou 
sever muller Munlins, mainly from the former 
-cohunrmes Of dese, sa enitlion live in the tihtee cere 
‘Hal countnes aloes France (thaee mullion), Ger 
‘marry (two millon) andthe Unvted Kingdom (one 
cullen). 

How can one evoke the images and objects 
which are awocsated with bilan, since the sabrrety 
‘of (ee rituals, the absence ot all cenemowy ant the 
witematic refunal to attribute lieungical tonality 6 
cobects ot garments veins from all ceber 
‘taithe! folann bea eee chalice, fy howe not even boty 
water ot npenaon Confeaion tea concept alien te 
Inlaro, ural contact with Chad w mud withour the 
aid of intencomens or communion Mowerven, thee 
Uinvargical eymbot conagregatioons « wechaced ty Mt 
imple expremwon remevung tes fotwrent, Foot: 
‘ng the bawmada and the shahads, pertoemnineg one's 
aNuthos ar iene in small chapel ce mosque 
cate all Chat needed ty extablids direct contact 
with Allsh For dhe sincere Musion. oparieual self 
improvement and the deepening of Krvrwlege are 
of paramount ynportance. The Prophet hinsell 
ubwaye wet the perfect example throughout hie lie. 

However, Iola cannet ley reenain eutvaihe 
the tek! cf aymbalnen, jot as carmen ewan 
tmenottive bo reprosencations twat det mself from 
expremore of heauty and wvetulness Fur all that, 
since 1 3 rel whic doesnot allow fr me 
tice berween the Crestor and the believer ant 
does not hold with tnreromsfaries, «religion with: 
‘out clergy ce icons, lt alone i the images of 
‘alam are quite distinc from tne of other faith 
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ILISLAM AND OTHER RELICAONES 
Iblam recognises the two other revealed relighen. 
Jorn anal Chintianiy. ara accords them » > 
al pbc. Jews anid Qristine ae called “the 
People of thee Book” (AN ah Kina), sence the baw 
they share also Said denen ip 2 revealed Rook: 
“Soy: “Wee lieve ts Allah, ara in whar has beet 
reyeale ny ws and what wa revealed ws Abeahon, 
oman’, treme Jasco, rnd the Tribes, aml ine give 
Benks given ty Moses, Jemm and de Prophets, 
trom ther Lond We make no dietinction herween, 
one and another among them, and to Allah do we 
Io our will” (The Fail fea 8a) 

Fanlal to Yubdiead teaching, de Qur'an 
smkoowledges the existerne of beawen, bell ened 
the Duy of Resumnection. It accords a sapenor sta: 
tw wo the angela recognises the existence of 
Saran, the Devi, an confirm the gunnbunets 
sotuch swat wesw the heveater Ac. religion 
“ef torgiveriem, balan aeutes thoes who recogmtne 
the etvor of thew ways thot they can expect 
beundlow salvarmn, since Ghoul ahune 1 we guar 
anton and protector of the believer 

From the beginning, the history of aba hw 
‘been « nateddent ne, bur ome that o line known: 
toy the cammade world, This lck of Knowledge 
ot saci i tse to expan the proliferation 
cof writing: which have heen appearing in book: 
shogs over the laet few year. The reason fo the 
ceacnny of the neophyte, here exalting the 
andes ot the Muslim mail weary of material com 
fort thee reinforcing the faith of ve vadeepe 
Jeg rat surely Ie elerwhees 

“The present work works v0 set cut the hi 
sspecte of dogma relating 10 the doctrine: the pro 
fesse fith, prayer, almogivg. tasting an ple 
rmags, on wel an famiar aspects of the practice 
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sla such src ten he prayer ed 
the devs code und the architecture af the bi 
Ang in which the faithful congreyste—the 
momyue. the Kaba, Mecea, the madras, te Mt 
seeks toe « stan synthesis of folate civiiay 
‘hom ats peak, and, as far a» at able, 
sremander of Islan toxbsy 


1 "Maly is Bvt om the Londo the We 
eT dhe gomuvans Abs abr” (Fhe er XXVIL 
my 

+ Unies saturaine onic exuryts tna the Quen 
Jae beste om TA? Mowe Hy ry 
‘AtsilhYol AU (Amana Picts as 

15 Pha thy ara om Ala, oa revmagh = AB 4 pene 
ha? The Woon 944 


ALLAN 


the Evolver, the Bewower of Forma To Him 
Ahekan the Mint Bemuiful Nawnes: whatever tin 
the heavens and cn the earth doth declare Mis 
Praises and Glery: And He the Exatied in 
Might the Wine" (The Mastering, LIX, 22-24) 

The rary nie anes od Gad evoke a hese 
vyeres are tnendel to purty the souls of pious 
wovnens anal nen ae Keep them away frm the 
devil 

"Theie ciate, which recommend inthe 
Qur'on, @ acconbed un uinpeetant place an medica 
ion, epecaly hy the ystics A all tienes, a all 
lhces, they preserve the believer tua evil by 
cepa it ut ay. Seven names have 4 particularly 
‘evocative symbeliony” All, Hiauae "He" Al 
Hage “The Tush"; Abd eyy “The Living’, AL 
Quem "The Subastens"; ALQahkan "The 
Invincible, the Viewevome” and ALRabb: “The 
Lon!" Bar the following titles ave sls common 
AtRalvnan, “The Merciful’; ALRahi, “The Com 
fewascrste", ALKarnm, “The Most Noble"; and AL 
Tawra, which wean "He Who is teat vo Hs 
Creation (1ab)*. Finally, wy the tat eatery of 
‘oames of Gel, the fanhultll several atrbtes uf 
‘Allah cn the pray bea: AL Wahab, “The Gere 
cous Giver" ALMasd, "The Gloiens"; ALFatah, 
“The Opener"; ALRaraq, "The Diyerwer cf 
Riches", wre so cn On this subject, fhr’ANas 
feccauts hearing the Pret sy: "Ged hae ety 
Dine naenes ce one turret witws eres Ie wha 
smemoeses thew will enter nto Parale " 

The Goremont quality of Ged in the eyes of 
Manlio Hie gorxlnes nad His Kove. Gad ve 


‘Goal i» poor Gos Compumtonate. These ase the 
aurdutes wo wah the Quean and the Prophet 
ee tthe mont: Allah tthe Giver (AbMute), He 
Who arowen the needs of mankund (ALRaraa)- 

Express wich a “Allah w rese surely full of 
Tendon, Ment Mercifol” (mma Allahs lanier 
ahinun) (The Cow, Hl, 143) o¢ My Lod ts. fll 
‘of meecy anu Iovingkinstnes” (mn vat vob 
wahlin) (Hil, XI, go), puncte 2 great many 
une én hich Dine Charity hus already been 
mentioned. While the Queen i» entitely devoted 
tw the greatness and sovereignty of All Gli 
‘Alloh wa lbona), a» well ax to His wrath, 
Aah), the ora tration of the Proper erie 
marates ane denects one by ctv each of the chee 
tert of His Majesty, arene them "Nearme™ 
(alge), which romaine one of the mest poaant 
reaunemnents of bam’ ottnatc humanity 

Very litle as been explicitly seated ubowst the 
dotance berwwen the beliewers and Cd in parade 
“There ate, however, cme testis eich int at 
this such an the following. Acccasting wo Jar ben 
“Abullah, «Maslin bing in the seventh century, 
the Prophet 6 repsrted hive told seme peerle 
veh hua gathered arsed hirn cre ight of the fll 
‘en: "You will see the Lond even as you see that 
000, wntunst having to yestle each oaher i onder 
966, aad gai fram He sare wits, "You will 
sce the Lord with your om eyen"* 

‘The formuls by which Gol im invoked wo 
testow His henetiction i called ve bum: “te 
the narwe of Gd, (the) Mere (he) Compan 
senate” (Nmlah ab Rahenan a-Kahom), All the 


ALLAH 


sara of the Qur'an, excep the ranch, begin with 
‘the haomala. Unie the “good intention” (ney), 
‘hich ts peivate thought, the huamaks a formal 
‘ehh apekion or wetten. Its importance w mach 
‘tha che Propet sant “All that iss the Revealet 
Bock te conta inthe Quran, all ha isn the 
(Qur'an w contained in the opening ura fata) all 
‘hat o in che fatha w contin in the hoor" 

Dung she husmaki, the fothawing please 
"Prine be Alla” (alam ah) sel 80 py 
Ihearage 1 Gand ets. phrase whach chultven beam 
frown theis earliest days. After cach meal they nay 
 umwan, se an exprewicn of thew contentment, 
just a» they sy the frumals. Engvessians sch a 
‘Sib alld (°Ciory 0 Grad 0 Isaghfnlah 1 
snk fongweness of Gaal) punctuate a lange ruumber 
of the action of daily hie 

‘The present lit of the ninety eine nanes hav 
gradually been supermpenet over concent Inte 
eoruaining thutyns, sevency-ewo or five hundred 
‘umes. Jr excumated thar a sectet nan, the Hus 
dred reserved foe dhe Proper and for mer of vel 
peu wnagbe, completes the presighan collect. 

‘Apart from these divine rae and that of the 
Prophet Muhammad, the names of the fit four 
Calighs, called the “Property Guided Calighe™ (at 
Woda’ ab Ranh), becaue hey, tos are mobs 
‘of virtue, are heh sey hugh esteem: Abu Bakr 
(L694) Ueuat (644), Lehane (4. 696) ared Alt 
(4. 661). The sme 4 rue of Khao ad Asha, 
the wives of the Drogthet, a well ato His dough 
Fara, the wife “AN. Those “besstesass names” 
seupare Maaline when manning thea children. They 


snkl the jrelia ae (servant) foe boys no ve for 
‘example, Abul al- Wahab (lterlly, “The Servant of 
the Greer"). 

Female fine sume: are constructed on the same 
oot although without prefixes: Raina, Malika, 
Kear, et 


ade of he Prog 

Beth, a Tem mig, wl 4.95908 (Pwr 
Mananneure Laren he) 

9 Hath the Pre 


——“(‘i‘t 


MUHAMMAD 


AL-QASIM MUHAMMAD IBN 
ABD ALLAH IBN “ABD AL-MUTTALIB, THE FULL TITLE 
OF MUHAMMAD, THE PROPHET OF ISLAM 


MOH AMMAR 


‘unnt his death. Thereafter, the privilege of rae 
2h fll tis pater uncle, Abu Tali Fn fact. 
since the very strict cutout a satin 
famubicr weve abwolutely hieng, this was bas chi: 
Muharurnad’ disrupted hibhows expert thus 
in ve Quran: "Dat He rw find thee an xp han 
ant give thee shelter and care? And We foarnt 
thee warulring, ure gave thee gsc. And He 
found thee av red, and make thee indepen: 
dont..." (The Glorious Morning Light. XCHI, 
6-8), Sou, barweve, the Meccan recsgred in 
Mulwminad the mat pio and accomplished 
wn of his generation and they called him 
‘Aman, “the righteous one” on“ honest ane” AE 
the age uf twenty, with an anvulled reputation for 
Antogity, Muhammaa entonad the service uf arch 
‘Qurayshi merchant, a woe nant Khana, he 
dnughter of Khawalayl ana a distant relarive, He 
strove her caravans to Syria 

{By dine of wenacity anal probity, he became het 
‘adhe asa, managed hor aftr andl marrset 
rer uf Ar to time, Muhanad wa Pwey 
five year old, while Kadi) war neatly forty, Six 
ihren were boee tam this ise mortage, eo 
At ea wc dal i frac. OF de saghters 
tradition give pride of place ro Fatuwn the 
favourite, who war the future wife of AlK, the 
fourth Caliph, andthe mother of Hawa ore 
‘Hussein, Moana died ym Matina om $ Jute 
642 Throaghout his minien, Muhanad ws 
ttacked by the pagan leaders of Mocca, who were 
‘members of hisown tebe. He was merciless pet 
secuted nnil September va, the dare of his 
migration to Medina, known as the year «At 


{Atte the Pj, Hepa meaning “exile” of “ek 
gape). bn this place of refigge, Yate, known, 
thewatter a» Madinat a Nads, Medina (“The City 
cf the Prope), he eves the fe ciryrate of 
Ibtany ara is fe conenirarion. It wa bere this 
iy, thar che oar tual of lar evedvet 

‘Two years alter dhe Hise, the eancrucal direc 
thon ofthe Kaba, hewn as ce gb, we fiend 
The Prophet's houee therefore became the first 
srw, while Bilal freed black slave, was ven 
the tak of calling the Muslim to peoye 

From the eighth century onwards, Muslim 
Iracnsgraphers reported disuttang events which 
tered to show that a great haraka (blemung) iho- 
rminatel the deeds ared scthons of Muhanad, 
hang before he perceived the way the wupertat: 
wal inapieaion divine is nacare, which wa the 
hans of the Revelation, 

‘Muslns have a ge body of teats detain the 
We art work of the Prophet. They were wrens 
exclusively by hie lowe Companions at ates 
the bese bicgraphers. Called Say short for the 
Anabic expwosion Swat a-nmad, meaning “The 
‘ConducttLite of the Prophet", these apologetics 
are ales the bagcal ants ofthe sar (Tealthon), 
sebichs th otherwise known at the consensual 
“wedian way" of orton. What ches this mean 
‘exactly! Tho ivan important quewon, since, after 
‘he Quran for raent Mant the worse prin 
<ipal repent ofthe haw. THe Aah corm of ll 
the reported speech, thingy, strinaes ot ever: 
‘rations mace by the Prophet and authenricated ws 
such by a numberof firs hans witmewes. Six col- 
ection of hadith, thought no be “authenricatod”, 


WAMMAS 


were recorded ar the end ofthe expla centuny oral 
throughout the rinch ceneury. Tao of thea, the 
‘Sahch of Bokhar (810-870) ara the Sahih of Mus- 
shes Hajar bre es igher regard than all 
he orhers Muslims greatly tevese scholarly: the- 
sekogsans ch as Abo Hanila, the mam Ash. 
‘Shatin, thn Hanbal, Ar-Tirmidhi, Abu Dev, Ibn 
Maya, An-Nana’t, an-Nawan and Malik ibn Anan, 
who lived between the seventh and thirveenth 
<centunes ara have left wv shsabe wring, sac) as 
the famous work by Malik dh Anas entithed a 
Manan. 

‘Ava Mewenget of God (Rand Alb), Muha: 
tal i the eyes of Muslins the “Seal othe 
Proper”. He fullls the monotheisnic tration 
started by his illustrious predecemor Adam, 
‘Abraham, Mover and Jowe: “Muhammad fs not 
the father oi any of your men, but Ihe isthe Mes: 
senger of Allah, ard the Seal at che Proptiets” 
(The Gonsfeserates, XXXII. 40) 

‘Mudbaanenad, the founder of alam, is # univer 
sal Prophet and lawgiver. His signature 4 the 
Quan, the revelation with which he war 
cenanurted Hiv message tidelisy 0 a6) wnalterabbe 
Divine Wonk; his mona the establishment of 
peace on uth, 

Yet Muhacunaad was » warlord ana fe arate 
(pet, whe ended his minion cay » few weeks 
before his death, having fox for mene than 
tewerty years again polthetw and is foes, He 
suffered eumervas betrayals anal setts, coy 
‘vered a Lange number of pagans andl set free 
doneme of slaves. bo Mustize mira, howe, the 
Bact of Bad, foam the rae of» te en stern 


Medina, which wok place on 17 March 624, 
Aolled the death knell of yea Atabee boone, 
tor the fine me, @ handiol of Mushuns defeated 
the well-trained army of the Qurayib, several 
hundred strong. On 4 December 6, another 
smemmorabe barre, the "Bartle of dhe Camel”, waa 
tought berwoen ‘Ali the future fourth Caliph, and 
too enemy high chiefs, rported by “Asha, The 
Doarcle wa won by ‘All 

Muhanad poke his last words in public on 
‘Mount ‘Arafat uring a farewell pilgrimage, in the 
very place where, every yeat, Muslims ehvarye 
{ul cre of he fv tien he ait he ha 


1 "And romero, Jou. he Sem of My, ed 10 Chi 
Ses Mr th Mtg AT at 6 yom 
“crear the La (ehh cme) bie ad eng 


4 "Sorts He ty Land eat ith he Cag 
su the Wepbane”™ (Ts Blopraen. CN.) 

1 Thon dhe coma! wraogy ofthe Pgh er 
ty Abu Feds AbsT-Quum Mahasaal wa thes of 
‘Abd sl:Mhaalh the sem of Miah, the a of Ab 
Meath so Kona the sf leh 
Mora, the we o Kil of Kawa 
‘Ghali a wo Fahy o& Qn te sm of Mai, 
‘hes of Da, he a of Weta he mn of KT 


Mana he smo Noa oe 
‘Athan, sho wm the das seme ola he 
of Ababan, Sdarmnnd al he rn of oe 
fers te ra (XLVI, 


THE QUR’AN 


ATE W 


THE PROFESSION 
OF FAITH 


PRAYER 


ALMSGIVING 


THE FAST 


THE PILGRIMAGE 


MEETING THE COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS 
IN THE HOUSE OF GOL 


MECCA 


BIRTHPLACE OF THE PROPHET. 
THE PLACE OF DIVINE REVELATION AND THE SITE 
OF THE HOLY PILGRIMAGE 


FOR EVERY MUSUIM. MECCAFORMIRLY on of Islam in the seventh century 40 It i 
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THE KAABA 


THE QIBLA 


THE SPIRITUAL KEY TO ISLAMIC GEOGRAPHY 
AND ORIENTATION TOWARDS THE KAABA 
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THE MOSQUE 


THE PLACE OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE COMMUNITY 


THE MIHRAB 


THE COMPASS OF THE MUSLIM WORLD 
AND THE MATERIAL REPRESENTATION OF THE QUBLA. 
THE MIHRAB IS ALSO AN ARCHITECTURAL INNOVATION 
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cannot be coenubered exhaustive, 
since while experts nay agree on the objective his: 
tory of the building of mosques—and their prayer 
‘nicher—they diugree on mattersof pectoral taste, 


0 thete no way in which the prayer niches can 
be ranked! in onder of artic merit. On the ae 
thetic front, the prayer aleve celebrates the at of 
the craftsmen who devise anal designe it, but ite 
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remains the best teflectice of the tante of a particu: 
lar perwa and sornetines of dhe Muslin region wn 
‘which it inated 

Cerrainly without the mihwab, the mosque 
woud bea budding without magia tiation oF leat 
vocal prmuan prey ta met of yperitaal Blindness, 


Inka mibesh comely minh, parm w Heh manne, 
Cine ft Lane. Pkgomment of ool omg 


FRIDAY 


WEEK 


IMAM 
AND MUEZZIN 


THE MADRASSA 


THE INSTITUTION IN WHICH ISLAMIC KNOWLEDGE 
HT AND ACQUIRED, AND A PLACE OF CONVIVIALITY 


°. 
#4 
? 
. 
. 
* 
° 
¢ 
b 


pren 


HOLY DAYS 
AND RITUALS 


THE HURA IS THE BASIS OF THE MUSLIM CALENDAR, WHILE THE 
LUNAR YEAR PROVIDES THE RHYTHM FOR THE LIFE OF BELIEVERS 
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{cfiren the fous which falls. the ena of Ramadan. 
takes place on the tenth day of the moth of pa 
stage (DAT jo), Muti (816-893) reporns 
the following words attributed to the Prophet 
“When you slaughter an arama, skaaghter isan 
excellent fadhicn: fet each one of you sharper his 
‘ade una net mistreat the animal he ie abv 
sscrifice 

Irs oeder that the ment shokl Ie permitted 
(al), dhe gersan penning he sacri ay 
adult Muslim i» state-of canonical purity and 
practised im the fiekl of sacnfice—follows very 
[precise rial itractions: to turn in the direction 
‘of Mecea, invoke the none of Allah ana sit dhe 
tums drone deftly, without, however, paras 
nw the Ihend from the bushy Some antmaly are 
vunie for corwanngeion. These tela dene, ts, 
vwulves, faves, ikl boar and pus The some 
ates to the raven, because of the ba exmens 
sc ianet with i, ant sonve bind of prey. As they 
food cn hws fea, eating: dew cond create 
precedents of cannibal, 

Muslin religion jorges advive again chet 
conwimption: In Burope, meat supervised by the 
veterinary services of the great roniae This feti- 
abot sacrifice, the lial Kater, certainty we the 
‘only one. It put ofthe wader framework of Arab 
avd Muslin dry lw shill playa pa 
some popular beet 

‘The rice of circumcision alo cccuphes a very 
Iiportant place. Although the Qur'an does not 
{conan any references to It. cincumetaion (Ui) 
's 9 Beouin and Semivic practi highly recom 
menue for male children It hay radally comme to 


‘cccupy a plice inthe rituobs ef the Muslin worth 
‘opecially in the cerusal retorts (ian, Turkey, 
Eeyt. Arabia, Muslin Alii arnt Nowth Afsca) 
‘Circumcision has emerged as a collective tradh- 
Hore symbian a form of perfection, but not 
subiatute for faith, Chrcurmcivion commeypunabs 
vouch 1 telghans as to medical, tenis anal 
social requitemenns. Acconting wo region, It 6 per 
formed when a child ws between three and nine 
years of age. Nowoaay, the tendency & to make 
“a pointes a pombe hy ado atng Ha an cathy 
age and having perfonmed by » pandiatriian oe 
surgeon in propery sterile condinions 
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ve) that they might celebrate the name of Alla 
(The Pignimage, XXH, 44). Aral ws rhey relay 
‘dentity to millions of people ral are the fen 
for» spun revival regia ke 

Other impemant event in religious like ate 
the feasts which punctuate the Muslim yeat. The 
Maslin calendar (oe the ena ofthe Hip) built 
on the lunar year It officially began on 34 Sep- 
tember 611 1.0. which comespunds to the taelth 
Alay of Rabbani the year «406° The wont 
hire means “exike", “emigration” or "expattia- 
tice thus, che Must year can be wen tobe the 
talvent of new cycle anf not just the leftovers of 
the pagan calersdar of pee-bkame Hipan This ex 
dus ceconted on 16 September 623, when, perme: 
cuted by their Mexcan enemiey the Propher anal 


MOLY PAYS AND RITUALS 


‘his companions emigrated to Yathrib, a» Medina 
‘wan then called Mesins thus becaane the refuge 
of the Inlamic commanuty, the place ws which the 
new faith sc acdopeed, and he fine cory: 
‘The Maslin year ts «lunar year conuring of 
welve daonths, whuch ate twenty-nine ot dhurry 
‘days Long, It bas 955 oF 596 days, a daflerence of 
aahour eleven days from the wolas year, hence the 
anual gap between the Hegrian and the Cre 
‘Han calendars The names of the Munliin months 
ace as follows: Muara, Safir, Ral aloe 
Rabe’ abehana, Jumats aula, Jumats al-hanhss 
‘Raga, Shahan, Ramadan, Showsval, Dhu'LQ'da, 
‘Diu’ Four boly monthe are mentioned in 
the QuPan and ate called “month of Gon! 

~ Madara (leratly fore. prchited, are 
hus, hotly), i he frst mewth of the Muni year 
— Rajah ma month which war venerated even 
before the abvent of alam: 

~ Diu Qule, which means “the monsh of 
est the elewenahy marth of thw year. Ie a 
month of ervee, sn which rival clans suspend their 
confit» and artend to thei trading occupations 
= Dhu'-Higo W the rwetith month of the Mus: 
tien year andthe mon of pilgrimage uo Mecca 
There are many other feasts and ceremanies 
‘which mark the Munim year 


AL-TME NEW YEAR (Keo alam). Muharrarn, This 
1 the start of he Muslim calendar, learns, how 
‘ever, remain attached to Nawe-fius (literally “New 
Light"), the Sasanid new yeae which wurveved the 
advent of Islan oral i» celebwated at the vernal 
‘equirwon (2 March). 


TL"ASHURA, 16 Muharam, On this day any 
Muslim foot, pray and perform ritual sexivaies 
For Shi'ites. it hus » diferent significance, since 
‘his hacky dy iw 0 day of reson! mourning. te 
fact, ‘Ashioa recalls the pwinhil wernory of the 
deaths of Huwein, the second won of the Hen 
“Ali, which took place on 10 Muharram. 68 at 
Keastoata (Iraq) 


TU THE BARTHE OF THM PREWHUTT (Mawid a 
[Nal 12 Rad a-ow Eden this but feat, 
‘whic in wey celebentst An the Muslin worl, 
rmyatic prayers and readings of the Quan are 
‘otganised. In Noth Africa, it called a- Monde 


JV. THE NIGHT OFTHE FROMHETS ASCENSION 
INTOMEAVEN (Layla aba), 27 Ray. Accord 
tng to hapoyraphic accounes this took place dure 
lng the second year of the Prophets dpersanien, 
Although 6b not greatly celelwated by believers, 
the nigh of the Prophet's ascension is propytinur 
or meeting of meditation anal invocation of Cal, 
abel staal barman are abe ote 


‘Vo THIE NIGIET OF POWER, ALSO CALLED THE 
NIGHT OF THE DRCREE (Leyla abQuir), 49 
‘Raman. This the aw portant night of the 
month, being the mighr of the revelanon of the 
Qur'an. “We have inderd revealed this (Message) 
in the Night of Power” (The Night of Power 
XVI). Spiral. worth a thousand nighe> 
together, and the Quran defines it ax « night of 
“Peace |. J until the re of Mom” (The Night of 
Power, XCVH, 5): 
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This third most recent of the monotheistic 


mligions, Islam shares with m and 
Christianity the gioriication of one god, Alah. His 


4 the divine 


messenger. Muhammad, receiv 
revelation recounted in the Koran and founded 
the first city-state of the Musi Empire in Medina, 


where the reigon’s principal rituas were aisc 
established. 


Over thirteen centunes, Islam 


powertul retigion whose symbols, whether linked 
to its doctrine (prayer, the profession of tan, 
almsgiving), or its architecture (the Kaaba, the 


Mosque, the Mihrab}. reveal a wealth of meaning 
for those wishing to explore their history and 
cultural ségnificance. This book provides @ visual 
synthesis of the Islamic works. Its clear text anes 
beautiful full-page color photographs ole a new 
and fresh approach to the fastest growing reigion 
in the workd today 


